
If you’re looking for something to add to your yearly holiday traditions or just simply
something to do after so much wonderful Thanksgiving food, the Elmwood
Murdock Merchants’ Association encourages you to enjoy this year’s Holiday
Extravaganza. The theme is A Christmas Journey.

Start your day with pancakes at the Fire Hall, then make your way to either the
G.A.R. Veterans Museum or the Boutique and Craft Fair at the elementary school.
Bring the kids to see Santa at the Firehall! The library will have some crafts, coloring,
and a kids’ hoodie giveaway. Don’t forget to stop by Candy Cane Lane and fill a plate
(or two) with holiday goodies. The Aldrich House will be open to showcase their
Journey into Christmas, and the Living Nativity drive-through event is a wonderful
way to start the holiday season. There’s a Lego exhibit at the Cultural Arts and
Learning Center that might interest kids and adults alike. You won’t want to miss
the magician’s performance! The late afternoon includes the Community Center
soup supper and Memorial Recognition.  The ECA will host a cornhole tournament
at the Quonset to end the day.

Please check out the complete event schedule found in this newsletter.

Happy Holidays from the Elmwood Murdock Merchants’ Association!

Kris Shrader, President
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Time Event Location

7 AM - 11 AM Pancake Feed: Enjoy a stack of hot, fluffy pancakes served with all the fixings! Elmwood Fire Hall

8 AM - 12 PM G.A.R. Museum: One of only two remaining in the state!
G.A.R. Hall Veterans Museum
(124 E D St)

9 AM - 2 PM Holiday Boutique & Craft Fair: Free admission and lunch (Hot Dogs) provided by
Conservation Nebraska. 

E-M Elementary School

9 AM - 2 PM A Living Nativity: 3B Homestead (Drive through only.)
 7603 298th Street (Highway
1) 

9 AM - 6 PM Shop at Bits & Pieces for Antiques, Collectibles, & Thrift Treasures Bits & Pieces

9 AM - 12 PM Candy Cane Lane: Proceeds to benefit Operation Santa Elmwood Community Center

10 AM - 12 PM Christmas Fun: Crafting, Cookies, Coloring & Boho Chic Christmas Tree! Elmwood Library

10 AM - 11 AM Meet Santa & Share Your Christmas Wishes! Elmwood Fire Hall

11 AM - 4 PM
Journey Into Christmas: Celebrate 100 years of Mrs. Aldrich’s book, Rim of the
Prairie, with displays of tradition, humor, and history. Free admission sponsored by
American Exchange Bank.

Bess Streeter Aldrich House

11 AM - 1 PM Free Lunch: including hotdog, chips, dessert and a drink. Sponsored by
Conservation Nebraska.

E-M Elementary School

12 PM - 2 PM Free Kids Craft: Let your little ones get crafty and make their own Reindeer
Ornament for the tree! Sponsored by Conservation Nebraska.

E-M Elementary School

12 PM Coloring Page Drawing: Drop-off your coloring pages at Bits & Pieces or the
Elmwood Community Center by noon!

Elmwood Community Center

12 PM - 2 PM Balloon Artist Fun: Watch as vibrant creations come to life right before your eyes! Burrows Tracts

12 PM - 2 PM Lego Exhibition: Come see the creativity unfold—winner announced at 3:30 PM!
Elmwood Cultural Arts &
Learning Center (221 S 4th)

2 PM - 3 PM Magic Show: Interactive Magician Jeff Quinn on-site delivering crowd-participation
magic and family-friendly entertainment.

St. Paul United Methodist
Church (400 W G Steet)

3 PM - 4 PM Snowball Fight: Hot chocolate and winter fun. Sponsored by Village of Elmwood. Bess Streeter Aldrich Park

4 PM - 5:15 PM

EMCA Activities: Enjoy kids face painting by FCCLA members under the shelter,
walk through the decorated Christmas trees, look at the festive park lights, and get
a family picture by the Christmas tree at the gazebo! Tea n' More will be serving a
variety of Chai Latte flavors with all the toppings! 

Bess Streeter Aldrich Park

4 PM - 6:30 PM Soup Supper: Warm up with a delicious selection of soups, served hot and hearty! Elmwood Community Center

5 PM Community Memorial Recognition: Honor and remember those who’ve made a
lasting impact in our community.

Across the street from the
Elmwood Community Center

5:20 PM FCCLA Caroling: FCCLA members will sing Christmas songs under the gazebo! Bess Streeter Aldrich Park

5:30 PM Christmas Tree Lighting and Proclamation: Celebrate the start of the season! Bess Streeter Aldrich Park

6 PM Dinner: Choose Sloppy Joe, BBQ Chicken, or Hot Dog with chips and a cookie. Quonset Bar & Grill

6:45 PM Eagle Cloggers: Bring the kids to see a clogging demonstration! Quonset Bar & Grill

7:15 PM
Cornhole Tournament & Kids Christmas Crafts: End the night playing cornhole
with your partner, while the kids take part in a Christmas craft. Free will donation
to enter.

Quonset Bar & Grill
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE EMMA EVENT SPONSORS





Candy Cane Lane
The Candy Cane Lane elves are busy making cookies, candies, and other goodies in
preparation for the Holiday Extravaganza November 29. Stop by the Elmwood
Community Center between the hours of 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM and take home
delicious holiday treats and sweets! 

Proceeds from sales will benefit Operation Santa. 

The Merchants’ Association would like to thank the Community Center for allowing us
the use of the building, Linda Blunt for coordinating, and the Elmwood Christian
Church women for helping sponsor Candy Cane Lane this year. A big thank you to all
who made and donated cookies, candies, etc. for this event. 





Due to the overwhelming popularity of the Christmas drawing last year,
the Merchants’ Association is having a drawing as part of the Holiday
Extravaganza again this year. The prizes are a Christmas quilt, Elmwood
Meat Plant $100 gift certif icate, a $50 Lego gift card and Lego set, and a
sled. These will be on display at the Community Center the day of the
Extravaganza. No purchase is necessary.

Each event will have a ticket to give to each person who attends. Only one
ticket per person per event. After the person has visited the events of
their choice, they can take their tickets to the Community Center and
drop them in the corresponding box(es) of the item(s) they would like a
chance to win. The drawing for winners will be held following the soup
supper. For the full schedule of events, scroll to the top of this newsletter.

Holiday Drawing



As The Windmill Turns
W O O D T U R N I N G

Open Shop
Saturday, December 6

 from 9 AM - 5 PM

Enjoy refreshments while learning
woodworking techniques and
discover new hats, tables, and wall
hangings. 

Meet woodturning artisan Elmer H. Miller and
mingle with local enthusiasts. Make sure to
invite your friends for a memorable time!

7702 286th St, Murdock, NE 68407

www.AsTheWindmillTurns.com

402-525-2785







29, 2025
2025.



My name is Kristen Janssen and I work with Conservation
Nebraska as the Renew Nebraska Program Coordinator for
Cass County. My husband and I live in Elmwood and have
three boys who are 12, 10, and 7. Conservation Nebraska is a
statewide nonprofit whose mission is to protect our state’s
natural legacy by educating the public, supporting
communities, and increasing civic engagement. Conservation
Nebraska is made up of several programs including the
Common Ground Education Program, Our Legacy Nebraska,
and Renew Nebraska. The Common Ground program helps
communities through locally-led education efforts and
community engagement to help Nebraskans address their
local conservation concerns. 

Our Legacy Nebraska was built on the foundation of the Common Ground Program. It
is a three-year program that helps to train members in how to effect change in their
own communities. Renew Nebraska is a nonpartisan coalition of Nebraskans who
support energy innovation. Renew Nebraska also serves as an information hub about
energy innovation in Nebraska to help increase access to high quality and up-to-date
energy related information and helps to connect Nebraskans with experts in energy
related fields. If you have any questions or would like more information about
Conservation Nebraska, my role, or how Conservation Nebraska may be able to help
you/your community with environmental stewardship please visit neconserve.org or
email me at kjanssen@neconserve.org. 



3B Homestead is hosting a drive-through
experience of The Living Nativity during the

Extravaganza on Nov 29. 9:am to 2:00 pm
located 4 miles north of Elmwood on hwy 1 at

7603 298th St, Murdock, NE 68407
www.3BHomestead.com

There will also be a drive-through on Dec.
24th.



HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
SATURDAY NOV. 29TH

@ THE QUONSET
 Sign-up startsat6:30

Tournament startsat7:00
Prizesfor top2teams

Pre-register by emailing piitzhouse@gmail.com

FREE WILL DONATION TO ENTER
***PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE ELMWOOD-MURDOCK BOOSTER CLUB***

 LIMITEDMENU:SLOPPY JOES,BBQ CHICKEN ANDHOTDOGSWITHCHIPS
AND A COOKIE. BAR WILL BE OPEN!





2025 EMMA 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

Congratulations to

Charley Hanes

For more information about this scholarship
opportunity, please contact Heather Bornemeier

at Elmwood-Murdock High School.

The recipient of our $500 scholarship.

Merchants’ Association Grants 2025
Merchants’ Association members and nonprofit organizations who are seeking funds
to promote the communities of Elmwood and Murdock are eligible to apply for the
Elmwood Murdock Merchants’ Association Community Betterment Grant. The grants
(up to $500 with a 50/50 match) are designed to improve the local communities. The
grant details are posted on elmwoodmurdock.com and are due January 10 and July 10.
The January 2025 recipient was the Aldrich Foundation for the creation of a history
camp. The July 2025 recipient was the Elmwood Community Foundation to fund a
magician for the Holiday Extravaganza and a Christmas music program at the Cultural
Arts and Learning Center in December.

Memorial Recognition Service
At the Holiday Extravaganza, the Merchants’ Association will honor residents who have
passed away during the past year. There will be a recognition service at 5 pm on Main
Street at the fence in front of Bill and Sue Connour’s apartments. Family members are
invited to come and light their loved one’s ornament. To include a name(s) in the
service, email your information to shrader1957@hotmail.com by November 25. 

Memorial Recognition Names

Roger Ackley
Lou Allgayer
Harvey Bornemeier
Steve Bruttig
Dana Custard
Bob Eggert
Sharon Eggert
Dennis Zeorian

Eunice Hall
Ron Hopp
Cynthia Knosp Miltner
Dwight Kastens
Dale Kunz
Marvin Kupke
Linda Rorie Lockhart
George Poole

Marlene Rikli
Zach Stander
Dave Stock
Daryl Stubbendeck
Patricia Vogt
Richard Vogt
LeRoy Dinslage
Jim Hendrix
Joan Powers

Did you know? “Jingle Bells” was
originally written for Thanksgiving, not

Christmas.



PLEASE SUPPORT 
OUR 2025 EMMA
MEMBERS

Community Leader:
Julie Anderson
Marie Gregoire

2025 EMMA Sponsors

Funded in part by Cass County Tourism
www.visitcasscounty.com

3B Homestead
Acorn Ridge Quilting
Against the Grain Design
American Exchange Bank
American Legion Post 247
As the Windmill Turns
Bess Streeter Aldrich Foundation
Bits & Pieces & More Thrift Store
Burrows Tracts Real Estate
Cass County Tourism
Clements and Drevo Attys & Tax Prep
Clements Insurance Agency
Connour Sixplex Apartments
Corn Growers State Bank
Corner House Market Goods
Danny’s Street Eats & Catering
Down Syndrome Advocates in Action
Elmwood Christian Church
Elmwood-Murdock Community Association
(EMCA)
Elmwood Community Center
Elmwood Convenience Store
Elmwood Dance Academy
Elmwood Meat Plant
Elmwood-Murdock Booster Club
Elmwood-Murdock Public School FBLA
Elmwood Public Library
Elmwood Rescue
For the Love of Junk
Frontier Cooperative
Fusselman-Allen-Harvey Funeral Home
Grandpa’s Woods Golf Course

Hammons Family Funeral Service
J.H. Sporhase Plumbing & Heating LLC
Keep Cass County Beautiful
Madsen’s Murdock Grill
Massage by Jolean
MiWay Enterprises LLC
Mowen Owen’s Lawn Mowing
Murdock Historical Society
Nebraska Trails Foundation
Oxbow Farms
Quonset Bar & Grill
Romero’s Drywall
St. Paul United Methodist Church
Stock Seed Farms, Inc.
Syracuse Area Health
T.E.A.M. CHI Midlands
The Lofte Community Theatre
The Vintage She Shed
UNICO Insurance Group
Village of Elmwood









PERSONALIZED CARE THAT 
EXTENDS 
the doctor ordered

far beyond what 

Close. Convenient. North Campus Retail Pharmacy.
At Syracuse Area Health North Campus Pharmacy, our community’s
health is always our top priority. Our pharmacist-led team takes time to
get to know you—and your family—to provide the expert services you
need and personalized care you can trust. Always.

North Campus Clinic and Pharmacy

Convenient drive-through

Free prescription mailouts

Easy prescription transfers

Over-the-counter medications

Diabetic testing supplies

Flavoring (from FlavoRx) for 
pediatric liquid medications
Drop off unwanted or expired 
medications for safe disposal

Compassionate Care, Healthy Communities

Stephanie Blair,
PharmD
Director of Retail
Pharmacy

Sean Tolstedt,
PharmD 
Retail Pharmacist

Pharmacy Hours:
Monday – Friday: 
8:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Location:
North Campus Retail Pharmacy
7512 Highway 50
Weeping Water, NE 68463

Visit the North Campus Pharmacy or use our
convenient drive-through service today!
Learn more at syracuseareahealth.com or
call 402-258-2311 with questions.

OUR PHARMACY TEAM:

THE NORTH CAMPUS PHARMACY OFFERS:



Main Bank
151 N 4th St
Elmwood, NE 68349
(402) 994-4000

WWW.AEBANK.COM

 

Eagle Branch
440 D St
Eagle, NE 68347
(402) 781-2229

Proudly Serving
the Elmwood
Area Since
1889 


